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A brief note from the Editor 
 
Greetings for 2007 to all the readers of COSEELIS Newsletter . This issue contains details 
from the successful COSEELIS Annual Conference held on 2nd - 3rd April, 2007 at Fitzwilliam 
College, Cambridge. As ever, speakers provided interesting insights with new puzzles.  
Apologies to those whose sessions were misreported by me : e-mail any factual errors and I 
will send out an update.  
Please continue to send articles and any short pieces of news about staff and new 
developments in your library to me at Z.Frenkiel@nhm.ac.uk   It need only be a couple of 
lines.  
 
Mrs Zara Frenkiel 
Exchange Section – Library & Information Services 
The Natural History Museum 
Cromwell Road 
London SW7 5BD 
 
Zara Frenkiel, Editor 
 
 
 
 

COSEELIS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2nd – 3rd April, 2007, 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge   

 
 

Panel on developments in Collaborative Collection 
Management. 

Gregory Walker (University of Oxford) & Sally Curry 
 
Gregory Walker, former CoFoR-REES Administrator, chaired the session, with Sally Curry, 
the CURL-RIN collections Project Officer, participating. Gregory reported that interim funding 
from the BL, COSEELIS and UCL(SSEES) had enabled him to continue as interim 
administrator of the CoFoR-REES partnership from late 2005, when CURL’s original funding 
ended, to February 2007, when Sally took up her post. Since the 2006 COSEELIS AGM, the 
annual data collection exercise from partner libraries had been carried out; close liaison with 
the BASEES Committee had been maintained; and there had been several small transfers 
between partners. A set of offers of major REES microform sets had been received from 
Brill/IDC and put to partner libraries, but further negotiations had been postponed until CoFoR 
was working under a national CCM policy. The ten-year CoFoR-REES partnership remained 
in being and was now in its third year. 
Sally gave an overview of her role funded by RIN and CURL as Programme Adviser for CCM 
and went on to look at the wide range of activities that fall under the title of CCM and the 
value that participation in CCM can offer to librarians and researchers alike. CM is an 
exceptionally flexible enabling mechanism and can vary in every aspect from the number of 
participating institutions, to subjects covered, languages involved and even material format 
considered as well as resulting in differing outputs such as staff expertise and serials listings 
to material transfer and the creation of ‘desiderata’ lists. 
Sally went on to review the many achievements of the CoFoR and CoCoREES projects. They 
had been tremendously successful in establishing the 10 year agreement between libraries 

 2

mailto:Z.Frenkiel@nhm.ac.uk


and universities on acquisition, retention and transfer of materials and the production of the 
associated CCM toolkit.  The necessary involvement of academic staff too had, at the least, 
allayed fears of ad hoc disposal library collections and, in many cases, had lead to enhanced 
trust in and support for the library.   
The way forward for CoFoR however, had not been clear for some time and, whilst CURL and 
RIN wish to be supportive, the previous ‘project’ level of support could not be maintained. 
Sally invited the CoFoR members to review the core tasks that need to be undertaken to 
ensure the continuation of CoFoR and to think broadly as to their importance; to identify those 
that could be allocated to members of the group without imposing too onerous a burden on 
them and those remaining tasks for which external support was essential.  
With increasing pressures on libraries, Collaborative Collection Management will offer an 
increasingly attractive way of enhancing both the local and the UK wide research resource 
and practical steps towards supporting organisations wishing to participate in CCM activities 
will be provided through the RIN CURL collaboration. 
 
 
Neither icons nor avant-garde : painting in Imperial Russia  

Rosalind P. Blakesley 
 
This talk addressed a seminal period from the mid-eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth century, 
during which Russia’s painters evolved from untrained individuals in awe of their Western 
counterparts, to fully-fledged professionals proudly claiming their place on the international 
stage. The talk began with the foundation of the Imperial Academy of Arts in St Petersburg 
(1757), which provided Russia’s first coherent training programme in the visual arts. The 
Academy’s initial hegemony led to exciting advances in portraiture and historical composition, 
those areas of painting which it most endorsed. But in the nineteenth century, various artists 
contested the academic stranglehold either implicitly – in the elegiac imagery of peasants 
which emerged in the 1820s, for example – or explicitly, as when fourteen students seceded 
from the Academy in 1863. By the time of the assassination of Tsar Alexander II in 1881 – a 
bloody and shocking event which precipitated a new era of repression – they and other 
progressive young artists had created an ethnocentric practice which provided an influential 
alternative to the academic system.  
 
In looking at this period of painting, the speaker considered the complex, overriding question 
of whether, how and why an identifiably Russian school of painting emerged, as critics as 
influential as Vladimir Stasov were anxious to claim by the final quarter of the nineteenth 
century. In particular, attention was paid to the artistic interaction between Russia and the 
West, which – at different times and in various guises – was pivotal as the alien ‘other’ against 
which a Russian school could be defined. The lecture thus traced an intricate dialogue during 
which questions of local and national identity developed alongside continuing admiration for 
Western and academic art.  
 
Handout:  

PAINTING IN RUSSIA FROM PETER THE GREAT  
TO THE AVANT GARDE 

Bibliography of works in English from 1990 
 

-Anderson, R. and Debreczeny, P. (eds.), Russian Narrative and Visual Art: Varieties of 
Seeing, Gainesville, Fla, University Press of Florida, 1994. 
-Blakesley, R. P. and Pomeroy, J. (eds.), An Imperial Collection: Women Artists from the 
State Hermitage Museum, London, Merrell Publishers, 2003. 
-Blakesley, R. P. and Reid, S. E. (eds.), Russian Art and the West: a Century of Dialogue in 
Painting, Architecture and the Decorative Arts, DeKalb, Ill., Northern Illinois University Press, 
2006. 
-Cracraft, J., The Petrine Revolution in Russian Imagery, Chicago, University of Chicago 
Press, 1998. 
-Ely, C., This Meager Landscape: Landscape and National Identity in Imperial Russia,  
Dekalb, Ill., Northern Illinois University Press, 2002. 
-Gray, R. P., Russian Genre Painting in the Nineteenth Century, Oxford, Oxford University 
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Press, 2000. 
-Jackson, D., The Wanderers and Critical Realism in Nineteenth-Century Russian Painting, 
Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2006. 
 -Jackson, D., The Russian Vision. The Art of Ilya Repin, Schoten, Belgium, BAI, 2006.  
-Kirichenko, E., Russian Design and the Fine Arts, 1750-1917, New York, Harry Abrams 
Inc., 1991. 
-Milner, J., A Dictionary of Russian and Soviet Artists, 1420-1970, Woodbridge, Antique 
Collectors’ Club, 1993. 
-Petrov, V. N. and Kamensky, A., The World of Art Movement in Early 20th-Century Russia, 
Leningrad, Aurora Art Publishers, 1991. 
-Raeburn, M. (ed.), The Twilight of the Tsars: Russian Art at the Turn of the Century (ex. cat., 
The Hayward Gallery), London, The South Bank Centre, 1991. 
-Salmond, W., The Arts and Crafts in Late Imperial Russia: Reviving the Kustar Art 
Industries, 1870-1917, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
-Sarabianov, D. V., Russian Art from Neoclassicism to the Avant-Garde, London, Thames 
and Hudson Ltd., 1990. 
-Valkenier, E. K., Ilya Repin and the World of Russian Art (Studies of the Harriman Institute), 
New York, Columbia University Press, 1990. 
-Valkenier, E. K., Valentin Serov: Portraits of Russia’s Silver Age, Evanston Ill., Northwestern 
University Press, 2001. 
 
 

An overview of current copyright legislation as it affects 
Russian and Eastern European material in UK libraries. 

Report by Zara Frenkiel  
 

Lynette Owen, of Pearson’s gave the talk. Lynette runs regular training courses in copyright in 
the UK and abroad. 
In Communist times life was simpler : Russian authors retained copyright, but the State used 
the text as it chose and could reproduce passages in school textbooks. Photocopying also 
was not a problem, as the machines were under lock and key. Authors were paid by the 
length of the book, different categories e.g. scientific texts, fiction,  being paid for at different 
rates. In the West we paid by the number of copies sold. 
All Communist countries (USSR and satellites excepting Albania) joined the Universal 
Copyright Convention (UCC), the Soviet Union joining on 27th May, 1973 and translations 
from Western texts were made but without making them legally, as no payment was made. 
The West was equally free to use Soviet material.  
In 1974 the Soviet Union/Russia updated the law again, affecting the pre-1973 books in the 
public domain without permission and payment. 
 
In the 1980s all the East European states started new copyright contracts  (most were life + 
70 years.) 
In 1995 the EU required rationalization of laws and all EU states have ratified the Berne 
Convention (life + 50 years.) Some states have ratified the electronic publications agreement, 
but hitherto not the UK or France and this apparently affects works of fiction. 
 
In 1995 Russia lifted its term from life + 25years to life + 50 years, but the translation of 
foreign works in Russia were still “in the public domain.”  
In the FSU, all states except Turkmenistan ratified the Berne Convention, although there are 
no reciprocal arrangements for paying small sums, unlike the Western publishers, who have a 
system whereby they store up royalties and pay out when the sum reaches a certain size. 
 
Lynette then proceeded to describe various aspects of Russian copyright that just about tied 
everything in knots.  Russia gave retrospective copyright protection to some authors from 
1943 onwards; some authors who were rehabilitated after 1954 but who died after 1950 may 
still be covered by copyright. Mostly, if authors died before 1.1.1954 they are in the public 
domain and not in copyright.  Examples were given of Evgenii Zamyatin who died in 1937 and 
whose work is in the public domain in Russia. However, if one of Zamyatin’s works was 
published in an EU country before 1995, copyright might need to be paid in Russia. Isaak 
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Babel’s official death was in 1941, although the family states it was 1939 : his work is also in 
the public domain. Being in or out of copyright seems to have been very much affected by 
one’s political status. 
 
Reproduction of any kind is a restricted right and requires permission by the copyright holder, 
although individual copies are covered by fair dealing. One cannot photocopy sets of work for 
a school class, for example. The CLA can only help with certain countries, as Poland, Russia 
and Romania have agreements, but other countries do not.  Photocopies presented to a 
library are fine, but one cannot copy the photocopy.  However library privilege is relevant 
here: libraries have a right to make a copy of a work for preservation purposes or to supply 
another library which does not have access to a copy.   
When scanning titles onto a website, however, one must get permission and it has to be on a 
title-for-title basis. 
The problem arose of copying books which are printed on acid paper and therefore not 
photocopiable. If one digitizes data, when did the authors die? If recently published, one 
should seek permission before digitizing. 
Where posthumous publications are involved, e,g, the works of Lenin, a new copyright is 
created from the date of the new publication and one has to make every effort to trace the 
copyright holder. 
In the USA “orphan works,” where the copyright holder cannot be traced, would not be subject 
to a massive law suit over royalties. However, in Canada one must lodge a payment with the 
Canadian copyright body. In the UK this is mentioned in the Gowers report but no decision 
has been reached so far.  The suggestion was to keep files of letters and lodge some money 
in an internal account in case the copyright holder comes to light, but he would have to prove 
legal title to it first. 
It emerged from Lynette’s talk that Russian copyright law is extremely complicated and that  
one needs to seek advice for each title. Lynette has been in contact for many years with a 
Russian lawyer who can find out what is and is not in copyright. 
Lynette has written several books, mostly on seller’s rights and has unfortunately not updated 
her early work :  A guide to the passage of rights between the United Kingdom and the Soviet 
Union/Lynette Owen – London, 1983. (see British Library catalogue.) 
 
Lynette suggested keeping up to date on Russian copyright by looking at wiki blogs and the 
internet. 
(http://www.edri/org/ (European Digital Rights) may also be of interest – Ed.) 
 
 
 

Vendor presentations 
Report by Zara Frenkiel 

 
Brill / IDC : Publications programme to make accessible to scholars information which is rare 
and difficult to find. There are files and thematic lines: mass culture and entertainment in 
Russia; The Eastern Question (diplomacy) ; Intelligence (Russian military intelligence from 
the Russian State Archive) ; early Russian cinema, screen and stage. Special terms for 
signing up to the whole series. 
 
CEEOL: Online archive of humanities and social studies, concentrating on adding more back 
issues. One quarter of the articles are in English. 
 
East View : Huge digitisation project on Stalin for North Carolina; microfilming newspapers for 
Yale; Kodeks – a Russian law database in English; émigré literature from the US; census 
materials from Russia, Bulgaria, Serbia and other East European countries. 
 
Integrum & MIPP International:  Full range of publications, now  including Romania and 
Mongolia and the Caucasus. Integrum worked with large libraries, but is working with small 
and medium-sized libraries now and sells packages of databases. 
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Natasha Kozmenko : Booksellers in Moscow, covering Russian books from Moscow and 
provincial universities as well as works with small print runs. They cover humanities and also 
dictionaries and have a website. 
 
Lexicon :  A bookstore in Poland. See their website for catalogues and click on New 
Catalogue at the bottom right of the screen to order one. 
www.lexicon.net.pl
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s comments for the COSEELIS Committee Meeting 

of 02.04.2007 and the AGM of 03.04.2007 
Maureen Pinder, Leeds University 

 
1.  Finance 

• Financial health.  Our financial position is steady – we normally have around £3,500 
in our account, apart from when it is artificially inflated just prior to a conference.   

• Interest.  In July 2006 the HSBC changed its rules so that it only pays interest on a 
Treasurer Account if there is more than £10,000 in the account.  We previously 
received about 30p a month in interest, so this is not a significant loss to us. 

• Auditing.  Ray Scrivens was elected to audit the annual statement of accounts at the 
2006 AGM, and the Committee decided on 24.11.06 that this appointment should roll 
on for one further year to facilitate the auditing of the next full set of accounts (for 
2006) at this year’s AGM. 

• 2006 conference.  The 2006 conference at Fawley Court made a tiny loss of £4.21.  
This is ideal, as we aim to break even. 

• Special funds.  
o Hospitality Fund: there have been no calls on the fund during 2005, 2006 or 

2007 so far.  We would like to invite bids from members to support relevant 
activities. 

o EBSEES Fund: this fund remains open with £20 in it, but at some point we 
will need to make a decision on whether this fund will be needed in future. 

o CoFoR Fund: this fund has £21.61 left in it.  Now that Gregory Walker’s role 
with CoFoR has finished, can I suggest that this fund ceases and that the 
remaining money is transferred back into the main COSEELIS Fund? 

 
2.  Membership 

• 2006 membership.  In 2006 we had 26 institutional members and 8 personal 
members (the same as 2005). 

• 2007 membership.  So far this year, I have received 19 institutional subscriptions 
and 6 personal subscriptions.  We have lost 1 institutional member this year: Antony 
Hopkins left his post at the University of Westminster in January, and informed me 
that they were not replacing the Slavonic post.  However, we have one new personal 
member: Tom Roper, who works at the University of Sussex. 

• Potential new members?  At the AGM last year I appealed for suggestions of 
institutions we could approach about membership, and several people subsequently 
made helpful suggestions.  We have not yet embarked on the process of 
systematically approaching these institutions – I did contact Durham, and received an 
enquiry from St. Andrews, but neither of them has yet joined.  The Committee 
Meeting of 24.11.07 discussed this idea of approaching new members, but felt we 
should wait until the future of CoFoR was clearer before moving forward. 

• Membership lists and data protection issues.  I keep an up-to-date membership 
list in an Excel spreadsheet, and send a copy to the Chair, Secretary and Newsletter 
Editor every time I update the list.  For data protection reasons I cannot allow all 
members to see it, but I was asked at last year’s AGM to make the list of institutional 
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members public as this does not contain any personal information.  This, then, is the 
full list of our 26 institutional members in 2006: British Library, House of Commons 
Library, Keston Institute, London Library, LSE, National Library of Scotland, Natural 
History Museum, Polish Library, Queen Mary University of London, Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, UCL SSEES, University of Birmingham, University of Bradford, 
University of Bristol, University of Cambridge main library, University of Cambridge 
MMLL, University of Cambridge SPRI, University of Edinburgh, University of Essex, 
University of Exeter, University of Glasgow, University of Leeds, University of 
Manchester, University of Nottingham, University of Oxford, University of 
Westminster. 

• Register of members’ interests.  The Register was updated in February 2007.  
There are 2 versions: the full version was sent to all members by email, and a 
reduced version appears on our website at: www.coseelis.ac.uk.  Neither version 
contains all members, so should not be seen as a full membership list. 

 
 
 
Notes prepared by Maureen Pinder, 29.03.07. 
 

 
 

Work on the European Bibliography of Slavic and East 
European  Studies to Cease 

Jenny Brine – Lancaster University Library 
 
On May 18 2007, the contributors to the European Bibliography of Slavic and East European 
Studies (EBSEES) from France, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, Belgium and the UK met 
in Vienna to discuss the future of EBSEES. Over the past few years, it has become clear that 
work on the bibliography in its current format is no longer sustainable.  There are a number of 
reasons for this.   

• Most of the books, journals and theses listed in EBSEES are covered by other online 
resources, often more rapidly.  

• The rapid advance of information technology and the growth of services such as 
GoogleScholar and Metalib have made EBSEES seem increasingly unfriendly to 
users. 

• Many of the EBSEES editors and contributors have retired, or are due to retire 
shortly.  

• Several of the institutions which used to provide staff to work on EBSEES have 
decided to refocus their work, and are no longer willing to support EBSEES 

 
We discussed arrangements for winding up input into EBSEES, and ensuring that the legacy 
databases (in which a great deal of time and resources have been invested) are accessible to 
scholars in the future.  
 
It was decided that no more records would be added to the database after 31 December 
2007.   Most countries contributing records to EBSEES will work to ensure that records for 
publications up to and including 2004 will be included; in the case of the UK this is likely to be 
up to and including 2001 only.  Some contributors have added much more recent records, 
and when the database is closed there will be a note on the extent of each country’s 
coverage. 
 
The Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (MSH) is expected to host the databases for a further 
five years and to make the two databases available to another institution if requested to do 
so. We recognise that making the databases accessible using the most recent technology will 
require further development work. Given its long term involvement with EBSEES and its 
expertise in Slavic informatics, we hope that this organisation will be the Staatsbibliothek zu 
Berlin (SBB). This could include the long term preservation of the databases, merging the two 
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EBSEES databases, improving the user interface, and making them compatible with the latest 
search facilities. 
 
The editors meeting in Vienna wrote to the MSH to ask them to ensure that the EBSEES 
databases are accessible until the end of 2012, and to do whatever is necessary technically 
to transfer them to another host.  The editors also wrote to the SBB to ask for the resources to 
be made available both to host the databases and to upgrade them. 
 
Over the next few months, I will ensure that UK records for 2001 are in EBSEES; if at all 
possible information on more recent journals will be added – this is particularly important for 
journals published in languages other than English which may not be covered by other 
bibliographies. I would welcome offers to help with this work. 
 
It was also suggested that COSEELIS might wish to talk to ABSEES about the possibility of 
British data being included in their bibliography in the future.  This will need to be discussed 
by the COSEELIS Committee. 
 
Jenny Brine 
Lancaster, 22 May 2007  

 
Archive collections at SSEES, UCL 

Report by Zara Frenkiel 
 
Philippa Robins delivered a very interesting illustrated talk and brought to our attention the 
fact that there are 200 different archives of all sizes, scholarly and personal. These have been 
acquired by donation and consist of correspondence, diaries, lecture notes, press cuttings 
and sound recordings. 
Prof. Seton-Watson (1879-1951) Archive : History and politics of Central and SE Europe, as 
he travelled in Austria-Hungary before WW1. He played a prominent role in founding SSEES 
and was founder /editor of New Europe and Slavonic Review.There are large files on Seton-
Watson and Masaryk, mainly in English. 
Arthur Evans Archive (1851-1941)  : Travelled in the Balkans 1870s-1880s and in Bosnia 
during the rebellion against the Ottoman Turks. He was Keeper at the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford 1884-1908 and excavated the palace of Minos, Crete between 1899-1907. 
All  sorts of material in many languages and line drawings of views by Evans of Transylvania. 
Brasova Collection : (1888 –1952) The Russian Countess Brasova was married several 
times, latterly to the Grand Duke  Mikhail Aleksandrovich. 
Glenny Collection : 1919-1991: Michael Glenny was a lecturer and co-author of “The other 
Russia”, a book about Russian émigrés. There are sound recordings in cassette, MSS,  glass 
plates and press-cuttings, but there is no sound-proof room in which to listen to the 
recordings. 
Friendship Societies : Small collections e.g. Anglo-Finnish Soc., Anglo-Russian Soc., British 
South Slavonic Soc. 
Velvet Revolution (1989) : small collection. 
Giles Collection (1879-1930) : The most recent addition.  Col. Frank Giles was a British 
Commissioner on the Yugoslav-Bulgarian International Boundary Commission. He left 
personal diaries and ephemera from 1922-1924. There is an Albanian Boundary Commission 
map and some material on Greece. 
For the SSEES archives see web address http://www/ssees.ucl.ac.uk/library/libarch.htm 

 
Leeds Russian Archive 

Report by Zara Frenkiel 
 
An interesting talk was delivered by Richard Davies about the 550 discrete collections. There 
is a fund to purchase material and the Ivan Bunin estate, in which the University of Leeds has 
a controlling interest, generates some further income. 
Personal archives: Lomonosov (a railway engineer), Ivan Bunin, Leonid Andreev, John 
Simmons’ personal papers. 
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Professional bodies: BASEES : batches of material catalogued on receipt, not sorted. 
Zemgor archive: Main Russian émigré organization, Constantinople – Paris. The organization 
still exists in Paris and it had branches everywhere in the world to help refugees. It constitutes 
a third of the Leeds Russian Archive holdings. There is a project to digitise the whole run of 
70 volumes :  this would be illegal in  the West but is not covered by copyright in Russia. 
Meldunov archive: Meldunov was the best historian of the October and February Revolutions. 
This has attracted a large German-Swiss grant. 
Displaced persons: 20-30 organisations were founded using US funding and displaced 
persons in Germany. 
 
 
 

British Library and British Museum Archive 
Report by Zara Frenkiel 

 
Katya Rogatchevskaia wished, as the new archivist, to publicise the BL/BM archives. 
The BM archives are mainly from the Department of Printed books (excluding MSS) and are 
the archive of all the other institutions in the BM from 1826 onwards. They include the 
following: 
Register of Nations – to 1936; annual reports of the BM; work-related correspondence ; 
exhibition files and posters ; staff-related information and newsletters.  
In one book are date stamps which are linked to invoices, which enables one to trace a seller. 
There is the National register as well as various reports on rather patchy card indexes. 
The catalogue is at file level and the archivist is keen to help anyone who has a query. 

 
Digital projects in Europe : the perspective from the national 

libraries 
Report by Zara Frenkiel 

Janet Zmroczek started with TEL The European Library and other European digital initiatives, 
describing how it started in 1987 and now comprises 45 members.  
Projects are: TEL –ME-MOR, just completed, to raise awareness of opportunities; MACS – 
multilingual project ; Gabriel – first one but it couldn’t search across library catalogues. This 
developed in 2005 into the free TEL portal to integrate access to collections, organised and 
run by Koniklijke Bibliotheek in the Netherlands. It is funded by subscriptions and the EU.  
TEL-ME-MOR (31st Jan. 2007) aims to integrate collections of new EU countries. 
GOOGLE 2004 – an agreement to digitise over 15 million volumes. 
France – has proposed a European Digital Library , supported by the EU. By 2011 it aims to 
have 6 million books, newspapers, MSS, maps, films, music and so on accessible to all, as 
well as scientific material.  It is hoping that commercial publishers will make their material 
available. 
EDL (European Digital Library project) is a sub-set co-ordinated by the German National 
Library between 2006-2008. 
There are questions as to what should be digitised first and who should do it and user 
statistics are therefore being looked at. This will not be the creation of a mega-database 
which just offers a way into others’ material. Non-EU members are encouraged to join. 
The National Libraries of Wales and Scotland bid to join the European Library and were 
turned down. 
 
Lesley Pitman spoke on university libraries, which are not in the position of national libraries. 
i2010 strategy = the cultural and scientific heritage of Europe, This is to make it easier and 
more interesting to use material online, but there should be avoidance of duplication of 
material already digitised. (MICHAEL identifies collections: see http://www.michael-
culture.org/) 
GOOGLE/OXFORD or OXFORD/GOOGLE project is to digitise books published before 
1885/1920 in English and in the public domain. Should last 10 years. One digital copy will be 
owned by Google and one copy by Oxford University. 
Funding: may be from the EU : FP7 strands on ICT and research infrastructure, although 
many institutions may be too small-scale. 
JISC digitisation project – no foreign language material, only English. 
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Some funding councils have produced cuts and delays: HARC, ESRS. 
Smaller funders: British Academy. 
There is a useful list of funders at TASI – http://www.tasi.ac.uk/resources funding.html
As Lesley put it, there are some rather negative opportunities at the moment and UCL’s 
priority is to focus on rare or unique materials with the emphasis on its own local users 
(teaching or research material.) 
 
Other projects: Russia beyond Russia – a digital library for North Carolina University using 
Mellon funds. 
Russian visual arts– BL, Essex and Sheffield universities using HARC funds and based on 
unique materials. 
BL-Microsoft digitisation project – only British, only 19th century. Probably numerous versions  
of the same book. 
The Bavarian State Library and Google have just signed an agreement like Oxford’s. The 
Bavarian State Library has the second largest collection of Slavonic and E.European material 
in Germany but it is not known if the Slavonic material will be scanned. 
BL sound recordings have been copied and are in BL Archival Sounds – see their website . 
and see a list of BL digitisation projects. 
 

 
Visit to the Gulag exhibition at the Scott Polar Research 

Institute, Cambridge 
Report by Zara Frenkiel 

 
After lunch on the second day of the Conference and when all the sessions were finished  
we had a choice of visit. 
Isabella Warren had put up in the Library a small but moving and informative display of 
photographs and snippets from publications about ‘life’ in the Gulag for men, women and 
children. As always, it was horrifying to learn about the primitive living conditions in which old 
sacks were prized for clothing, children were permanently separated from their mothers and 
men and women toiled in dangerous conditions without proper tools, and all this because 
someone stole a few ears of rye or a few mouldy potatoes to feed his family. 
A tour followed with the library old building and the light, new annex, with an unexpected 
meeting with the former Archivist, Bob Headland,  who was about to celebrate the hour of his 
liberation from the Argentinians in the Falklands War on South Georgia  on 3rd April 25 years 
previously. 
The Scott Polar Research Institute exists entirely on donations and subscriptions and has the 
usual Russian acidic books which cause conservation headaches. It differs from most 
libraries in displaying various bones and artefacts around the library. 
The Museum downstairs has an array of arctic clothing and equipment, sledges, minerals, 
letters from the ill-fated Scott Expedition and well-made gadgets ingeniously created by the 
Expedition’s members and is worth a visit, but keeps restricted hours. 

 
Library news roundup 

Report by Zara Frenkiel 
 
London Library:  Congratulations to Claudia Ricci, who gave birth to a little girl. Claudia is 
apparently very happy on maternity leave, but should be back at work in November, 2007. 
Leeds Russian Archive:  Celebrated its 25th anniversary on 25th May, 2007 : 
congratulations!  
Richard Davies mentions that the Readex Microprint microcards (mentioned at the Cambridge 
conference) can be successfully digitised at a cost of roughly £25 per card (irrespective of the 
number of frames). Worth considering if the material is important or inaccessible any other 
way. 
Keston Institute: After a period of financial difficulty, and a need to vacate its premises in 
Oxford,  Keston Institute is moving all the archival materials and periodicals collection to the 
Dawson Institute, Baylor University, Texas and will be known there as Keston Research Center. 
The move presents the possibility of digitising the collection and there are already students specialising 
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at the Dawson Institute in church-state relations. The staffing of Keston UK will be completely voluntary 
after the move in Summer 2007. 
See the website at  http://www.starlightsite.co.uk/keston/index.aspx for Xenia Dennen’s April 2007 
report (and more on Michael Bourdeaux and the Stasi archives) or Google Keston Institute. 
E-mails: MBourdeaux@freenet.co.uk and xeniadennen@btinternet.com 
Glasgow University: The Library has appointed a member of staff for Russian/Polish/Czech 
in recognition of the need for this type of specialisation. 
Baykov Library, Birmingham University:  The Baykov Library has merged into the 
European Resource Centre, is moving back into the main library and has been integrated into 
the University Library.  
Oxford University: Helen Hardman has moved to Toronto and Tom Stableford has stepped 
in to take over the Polish and South Slavonic collections. 
Natural History Museum, London: The Library is progressing steadily with its digitisation 
project Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) which is linked to the larger Encyclopedia of Life 
(EOL) project, mainly funded by the USA. All countries will have free access to the biological 
literature held by the dozen or so libraries in Europe and America collaborating on digitisation 
for BHL. The NHM is currently working on a pilot scheme to digitise pre-1866 literature (date 
fixed because of copyright) and is finding that a proportion has to be rejected because folded 
pages (which occurred frequently in pre-1860s lit.) or fragile books cannot be scanned. The 
NHM has significant holdings of obscure Russian literature for this project.  Most of the NHM 
periodicals Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) and Bulletin of the Natural History 
Museum are being digitised and a search by species name or surname is possible. See 
http://www.archive.org/details/biodiversity 
Chatham House, London: Is looking to transfer some material, viz. post WW1 material on 
Memel and post WW2 material. 
British Library, London: Is collecting in a more cooperative way with other libraries and the 
content strategy is changing. Print only is moving towards digital only. As funding comes from 
DCMS – also funding the Olympics -  COSEELIS will send a report on the importance of the 
BL collections. 
SSEES, London: has a new library building (green in colour) which won a RIBA award and 
was featured on the BBC Culture show.  
Leeds University: The job evaluation exercise is progressing slowly. Three staff have been 
red-circled and the appeals which started a year ago should have been heard at the end of 
March 2007. 
 
 
 
 
© COSEELIS. Views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of 
COSEELIS. 
  
Editor: Zara Frenkiel, Exchange Section , Library & Information Services, The Natural 
History Museum, Cromwell Road, LONDON SW7 5BD, UK. Tel: (020) 7942-5248 Fax: 
(020) 7942-5559 Email:  mailto:Z.Frenkiel@nhm.ac.uk
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